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A 8 for — in che Com- 
munion Service. 


God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
our only Saviour, the Prince of Peace ; 
Look down in much Pity and Compaſſion up- 
on this Church aud Nation, now ſeeking unto 
thee in Faſting and Prayer; and grant, we 
beſeech thee, that our humiliation and repen- 


| tance may have that bleſſed effect, that we may 
cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh 
and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in thy fear. 


Give us grace, O Lord, ſeriouſly to lay to 


heart the great dangers we are in by our un- 
| happy Diviſions. Take away all hatred and 


prejudice, and whatſoever elſe may hinder us 
from godly union and concord ; that as there 


is but one body and one ſpirit, and one hope 
of our calling, one Lord, one faith, one bap- 


tiſm, one God and Father of us all: fo we 
may henceforth be all of one heart and of one 
ſoul, united in one holy bond of truth and 
peace, of faith and charity, and may with one 
mind and one mouth glorify thee, O God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt-our Lord. Amen. 
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EO leave by my per to 
communicate to my P roteſtant 
Couttrymen à few Extracts 
out of Mr. H. W. Ludolf% 
true and only way to Union a- 
mong Chriſtians, as at this time 
worthy of their he ſerious conlideration.. | 


4 3 Th 


„ Mr Ludolf, ſays the Prefacer, m by 

_ deſcent a German; by his travels acquainted 

with many other parts. of the world; Killed | 

in many languages; a coofiderable Dateſapan 4 
for ſome time ſecretary to our late prince - 
George. of Denmark: and above all, was an 
excellent Chriſtian, one that pierced throug h 
the outſide of things, to the very fqul and . | 
Tit of our holy religion. | 
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2 er „ In ell firs "be aid not vader (4dds 


our Preficet)- at the leading men of the 
| world's overturning one another, nd injoriny 


the public; nor at the meaner people d fa 
into finiſter practices and underhand dealings. 


- All this faithlefſneſs in church and ſtate, in 


public a and private life, he fetched from the 


| poiſonous root of à corrupt ſelf love. Men 
ſetting up themſelves as a rule, and ſeeking to 


ſerve themſelves as their main end, was "Ig 
ſteemed by him as the; bane of all true reli- 
gion. This he looked upon to be the great 
eſt rebellion that ever was, and the productive 
Principle of all other ſins and F 


Thus far the Prefacer. If 


Mr. Ludolfs true and wh + way to Union among 
ee next follows. 


e Thoſe notions of Chriſtianity, figs he, 


muſt be looked upon as very low and mean, 


which would make the Chriſtian reli gion to 
conſiſt in outward forms of worſhip merely, 


or in a particular ſet of opinions ; and in think- 
nung that Heaven is to be ſtocked out of one 


particular church only, or out of one ſe or 


hath 


party of Chriſtians, This falſe 9 | 


4 * 1 
| aan cad: 
n from them, yn Were 
. 
4 1 my 1 (Mrr. Ludolf goes on) 
that a much better way to peace may be found, 
than by compiling confeſſions to be received 
by all churches, and arguing for or againſt 
; this and the other ſet of tenets ——They who 
7 are united with Chriſt Jeſus, who is the head 


of the church, need not buſy themſelves about 
2 Ni to — and keep then Together." | 


. uM The number of them that are united up- 
on this foundation, ſays he, is indeed very 
| | ſinall, yet ſome. there are, ſcattered up and 
down, whom God, in his infinite meroy; hath - 
appointed and reſeryed to be a ſalt and cement 

in the earth. ” | 


© Inſtead of railing at one * pu” 
preaching hatred in the room of love and cha- 
rity, the clergy, of all particular churches, 
(adds this great author) ſhould make it their 

only buſineſs to preach faith and repentance. 
— I have often wondered at their taking more 
pleaſure in making prolelytes to their church, 
B 2 than 


ven, and front the ſlauery of the prince of 


EY t*1. 
eb 


this world, to the nen "_ of ae. 
_ of God.” ö 


- > 68h « Nobody, 3 _s is. 00 by his b 
in religion; but many are loſt relying $00 | 
much on the goodneſs of their { Sects are 
buſy about the forms and modes of, the means 
of grace; whereas true Chriſtianity conſiſts 
in the real operations of grace, and is a prac- 
_ tical improvement in the means enjoyed. 
Annexing theſe. remarkable words, © There 
ate mote ſubjects to Antichriſt than to Chriſt 
(as we have reaſon to fear) in the beſt church- 


ts, and ſome few ſubjecks may nne Chriſt 5 


in the worſt churches,” :/ "2 node NO" 


Wy as 1 


"I — 3 that ein FS arte 
of Predeſtination, it is far more agreeable to 
the infinite goodneſs of God, to ſay,” That man 
will not lay hold on the tender of Grace, than 


to ſay, That God will not give ita And that 


it ſtands us in more ſtead to know;experimen+ 
tally that we are one with Chriſt n-God—than 
to know the niceſt diſtinctions that Þbufy men 
have contrived about the myſteries. of falva- _ 
tion :” Our excellent author thus concludes; - . 


> „ 4 if 


| 151 
ms AI theſe few plain rules delt wer ur- 
ceſsful to retrieve the cauſe of religion in this 
deplorable age; — then would the merk, peace- 
able, heavenly ſpirit of Chriſt ſoon dethrone 
the broiling, haughty and contemptible ſpirit 
of Satan in people's minds. Then would they 
haſten, without ſhyneſs'or impedithent,” to 
 brotherly love and "embraces 5 while the tur- 
| bulent oppoſers of love and untog would de 


leſt to fret away VF Ui een BERHIU 
_ lournels,” f i N 
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OY Fi * l 
uborr g 6 Sa way toUnion 
© among; Chriſtians, in your paper, de - 
1 forves; in my humble: opinion, the: ſpeedy at- 
tention of the public, before the rules, recom» 
mended by that excellent author, become too 
dangerous to be put in practice; Which is 
the preſent melancholy ſituation of our poot 
Proteſtant brethren on the continent. | 


A wiſe and vigorous execution of ſome ſuch 
1 FR „ In this great Metropolis would, 
Jam 


8 e WR 

I am perſqaided, like as great a panic, upon 
our avowed enemies at home and abroad, as 
his Majeſty's. reſpectable fleet, which is now 
traverſing the ocean, in queſt of his and our 
em (crafty, and om ape: | 


G | 
-, Only whatever the effort bs u ou ught, 1 * 
conceive, to be wiſely calculated to engage 
the general attention of the citizens, and to 5 
make repeated and deep impreſſions on theit 
minds, or it will never become an active prin- 
ciple of union. And whoever firſt appear 
at the head, of this deſign, ſhould (it is to be 
wiſhed) be perſons of a known benevolent - 
temper, catholic principles, diſintereſted views, 
ſteady reſolution, and (as much as may be) 
not only independent upon, but unattached to 
any particular ſect or party of Proteſtants.” For 
we muſt not be ſurprized, if bigots-of every 
perſuaſion take the alarm, grow ſuſpicious, 
and are offended. They, like Demetrius of 
old, who made ſilver ſhrines for Diana, will 
be naturally jealous, leſt by ſuch an extenſive 
union among Proteſtants, in brotherly love, 
confidence and zeal for our common religion, 
their craft of f bigotry, by which they have 
their 
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Patriz's dovece ee upon it, I have, my 


every man's duty is every 
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Carnopiens. to. bis Fellow Protgftants..in Ak 


714761 * : ' 9 Qs 2131 
vol. „ Tee ai ec ey to 
Union among Chriſtians,“ nd Philo- 


ry man 8. D 
he eccleſiaſtick or laick, rich, or poor. The 


laity in a, and about. this, city as perhaps, a 


thouſand, to one more in numbe er and in > 
perty than the clergy ; and conſequently have 
a thouſand times more at ſtake than they. 
Not to mention that Popery, the reyerſe of 
Proteſtaniſm (that ſavage monſter, drunk with 
the blood of ſaints, and that now. ſits as a 
queen, Having no ſorrow, on ſeven hills) Was, 
we all know, principally the offspring of cle- 


rical 


eu „„ 


*" 
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184 . 5 7; 

bebe atarice- on Neither | 
was it the rich, but © the wie nan, 
| If whole Ben delivered the city, when a 
« great King came againſt it, and befieged it.“ 
among 

Proteſtants in this metropolis, I have ſeen. It 
bas beef, Tn" told; ed. Wört k 
leſs, to every dear of Proteſtants, 


both, Conforniſls, and;Non-conformiſts.; « 
been r with their amen ppPrgb 
tian. Sa i boqs bebaug e br e min 


L 1 6 88 obi yo ES tubing it to the 
publick judg 5 tilt we wiſer pen (hall | 
reſet! | c a better. No real. Proteſtatit, 
ure, will de offended: for neither to artethpt = 
a cloſer" union theniſelyes, in this dur day of 
imminent danger, nor to bear che attempt in 
öthers, would be a conduct too much like that 
of the Scribes and Phariſees of old, who 
er would heither go into the kingdom of Hea- 
« yen thetnfelves, nof Juffer them that were 
ce entering! in, to go in. l take it to be chiefly 
an improvement grafted on the monthly Pro- 
teſtant Catechiſtical Exerciſe 1 in Hanover: ſtreet, 
e Kere. n Carzor icus. 


1 5 | CHRIS- 
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141 i s 
ai to. neee 8 bar ee bu ern 
IRIS TAN Os, Phi, mentioned by 
D Cathibligns, I. to0 long to be nſttte here, 
us will be delivered gratis at the Aﬀcelarey 15 
dtary in Crane- Wa; Fleet-ſtreet. "The p or | 
eſpal defign of which! is  reſtgre. ad} 53 
a general confidence, "love, and Zeal, * | 
Proteſtants of every donation nin lad 2 abou 
London, at this critical conjan@urs,” 
principles tfuly: cath lic and erbte an 
recommend, elpeclally to young . — 
diligent and im partial ſtudy of the Bible, par- - 
ticularly ac cording 8, 5 that excellent 100 
drawn u biſhop Downame, and intituled, 
© The Godin of the Old and New Teſta- 
* ment” 5 W a rake: method. * 
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\HRISTIANUSs Plan.” to. be had 
gratis, at the Aſſociated Library in Crane- 
court, Fleet-ſtreet, ſeems calculated for the | 
nobleſt ends. Methinks I ſee there the dawn 
of the millennium; the abolition of religious 
jealouſy and enmity, among Chriſtians afar 
off, as well as nigh, in their religious ſenti- 
| Cc ment 


leſs beauties; of | Chriſtianity. 
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5 1 | 
menu and pratice; and a ceſſation of thoſe 


ſpiritual envyings, ſtrifes; and divifiens, which | 
have ſo much, and e 


ding query in the above Plan 5 
much. n hews us the way to have a growing 15 
army of diſciplined "Sets frag in this great 
Metropolis, cemented by love, and ready, up- 
every emergency, to facrifice, from prin- 
ir lives and fortunes, in defence of 


our. _ivaluable liberties,; civil and religious, 


„ 


againſt ; our Anti-Chriſtian enemies. A 1225 
ay? may be executed with very little ex 

yet with the greateſt patch ale 
5 giving the Jeaſt umbrage to any real 


Proteſtant, . or even Pap iſt himſelf, that 1 is not | 
- meditating our eſtruGion, Not to mention, 


what an influence ſuch a leading example 
would probably have upon our Proteſtant bre- 


| thren in the country, particularly in the prin- 


cipal towns and cities, SEO the king 


dom. Luke xix. 4144. 
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. to boch Gehe 
and Diſſenters, to Proteſtants and 
Cbriſtians of every Name and Diſ- 
tinction; and promiſed: to be deli- 
verel gratis, at the Aﬀociated Li- 
brary in Crane-court, Fleet. fret, 
'b as follows: eng 


4 


The InTRODUCTION. 


HRISTIANUS. is is one who b en- 
tered himſelf into Meſſiah's ſchool to 
learn the words of eternal life. But while he 
owns no one as his ſpiritual maſter, beſides 
Jeſus Chriſt, he reſpects all that follow him 
as brethren. Whether their ſtanding in Meſ-, 
ſiab's ſchool be long or ſhort, their ſtation high 
or low, or their improvements under his Di- 
vine Lectures great or ſmall, Cheiſtianus con- 
fiders them all as Chrilt's CF; and 
„e his 


87 iP 7 is 8 
his own love to them as ſuch, the beſt a | 
dencethat he is a diſciple of Chriſt himſelf (a) . 
and the manifeſtation of this his love before 
the world, as the great criterion or mark, by - 
Which the truth of his own diſcipleſhip is & 
be manifeſted to the world. By this,” fays 
dodur Lord and Maſter, 4% ſhall all men know 
te that ye are my diſciples, if ye Amy diſci- 
« ples] have love one to another ;” (6) if ye 
ſhew to all men, that ye love one another, 


Vis, as hrethren, as the beloved of God (e), 


as of the houſhold of faith (4); and notwith- 
franding | any apprehended weakneſs in one ano- 
ther's faith, receive each other into the fellow- 
ſhip of ſaints (e). : | 


Thoſe who are Ti 6 in Chriſt, or fo 
| until in the word of righteouſneſs, as to 
need milk rather than ſtrong meat; nay, who 
tho for the time ought to have been teachers 
of othets, yet need to be taught again what 


be the firſt principles of the oracles of God 777 


| (a) We know that we have paſſed from death unto life, 
| becauſe we love the brethren : he that loveth not his bro- 
ther, abideth in death, 1 John iii. 14. (5) John xiii, 
45: 1 Rom. i. 85 (a) Epheſ. ii. 19. (e) 1 John 

om. xiv. 1. {(f) 1 Cor. iii. 1. Heb. v. 13. 
as, RG. | 


even 


5 ( 1 ED, | 
even theſe liel ones Chiiſtiainis conceives mult 
not be offended, muſt not be rejected from 
the number of Chriſt's diſciples, not contemn- 
| ed or grieved for this their weakneſs.” At our 
peril be it done: ſince we are told, Whoſo 
ſhall offend one of theſe little ones, who! be- 


lieve in me, ſays Chriſt, it was better for him 


that a mill-ſtone was hanged about His neck, 
and that he was drowned in the depth of the 
ſea ().“ What, if our Lord ſhould account 
ſuch treatment of them, as being aſhamed of 
him and his words, and only becauſe theſe lit- 
tle ones, have not yet learnt the Shiboleth of 

Paul, of Apollo, or of Cephas! What then? 
you'll ſay. Let our Lord himſelf declare, 
Of him ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed, 
when he ſhall come in bis own glory, and in 
his F ather 's, and of the holy angels (e).“ 


=: Now: that we may ſtand clear of fo Pest | 
a fin and danger, what if we, the diſciples of 
Chriſt, were to declare unto one another, and 
unto all men, that our tongues are ready to 
own, and our hearts are ready to embrace the 
diſciples of Chriſt, with a diſciple's love, how 


— — 


(a) Matt. xviii. 6. (5) Leis is, 26. 


great 


tur: 


great ſavrer dhe, diverſity e 
timents and practice from one another in other 
things may be ? Let us neither judtze nor deſ- 


piſe one another on ſuch accounts; but rather 


- encourage each other to ſpeak and act what 
every one is fully perſuaded in his on ming 


is moſt. agrecable to his great Maſter's will, 
before dale wanne » we ee all 


10 (a). 


Tur Prog ITSELF 1s THIS. 3 
WR chere are Lectures on the Lord's Day _ 


Evening, preached in and about London, by 


miniſters of the ſeveral denominations of Chriſ- 


 tians, Chriſtianus humbly propoſes, that theſe 


miniſters be invited-to take their turn, in a ſet» 


tled rotation, at their own reſpective places of 


divine worſhip, either by a ſermon, or by a 
catechetical exerciſe, or by both, as they ſhall 


 ſeverally chuſe ; with this profeſſed deſign, to 


reſtore, improve and confirm their Chriſtian 
confidence in, and love to one another, more 
eſpecially at this time of their common dan- 
ger, from the unwearied attempts of their. 
.common enemy to divide and deſtroy them. q 


_ FEY 


— 


(a) Rom. xiv. 3, 5, 10. 


It 


Is 1 my 

* is propoſed alſo, that #ſabſetiption be icn- | 
mediately ſet on foot Wr the füpport of this 

important deſtgn, not only 88 an addironnb en- 

eoutagement to ſueh Lecturers as tire willing 
to wake their turn in this work; but ao; for 
the opening and maintaining other Evening- | 
Lectures fot the "fame end, where there are 
none in that neighbourhood, or at leaſt fione 
whoſe Minifters ſhall chuſe to embark in this 
truly Chriſtian and uniting Plan; as well as 
for the defraying many other expences, which 
muſt neceffirily attend the execution of =: 
deſign. r OD INE 3 | 


And my 2 more convenient plats en be 
found out, Subſcriptions to be taken in at the 
Aſſociated Libtary i in Crane-Court, Fleet-ſtreet, 
No. 6. where gehtry of every denomina- 
tion, more or leſs, reſort; ſeveral of whom 
Have already declared their approbation of the 
above Plan, | iv. "5 2 


| A book to won for entering the names 
of the ſubſcribers, or only the ſums they ſhall 
ſubſcribe, as every one. ſhall chuſe. No mo- 
ney to be paid till enough to ſupport the de- 
ſign, at leaſt one year, be promiſed, and one 

| | * 


[#61 8 
or r more treaſurers/are; appointed to-roceive it · | 
Theie treaſurers to diſpoſe of it aecording -s 
ſuch rules; and in ſuch: proportions, as the 


Guinen Subſcription to: intitle to a Vote, two 
Guineas to two Votes, and ſo in proportion to 
the number of Guineas any one ſubſeribes. 
None who ſubſcribe one year, to be conſider · 
ed as obliged en _— me er 
another years nf init 

* N. B. As the audience at PAK * JT will 
probably conſiſt of many that have ſubſcribed 
nothing to the above Plan, Chriſtianus ſub- 
mits.it to the judgment of the ſubſcribers, he- 
ther boxes ſhould not be appointed to receive 


_—_ * 


lief of the poor aged members of the ſeveral 


ally of the female ſort ; to be paid into the 
treaſurers hands, in order to be firſt: equally 
divided to each Society, and then to be diſtri- 
buted once a month, by the Elders or Deacons 
of ſuch Societies, to the aged poor of their 
reſpective congregations, ſhare and ſhare like, 
i. e. no more to one male-member than to a- 
nother, nor leſs to one female- member than 

to another. e 


Nuerie. 


body oß ſubſeribers ſhall determine. Every 


their voluntary contributions, towards the re- 2 


Societies to which ſuch places belong, eſpeci- | 
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dence and loue manifeſted and inculcated a- 
mong Proteſtants in general, in and about our 


great Metropolis, at thi critical eonjuncture, 
joined with the countenance of the Govern- 


Auerie. 9 


ment, for fuch as chuſe it, to exerciſe them. - 


_ ſelves in atms, would nat- go farther _ 


animating and ſtrengthening hl Majeſtys beſt 
ſubjects, and towards intimidating and weaken ; 
ing His and their worſt enemies, than millions 

of money expended upon the beſt concerted | 


meaſures without 1 it? | 
| CHRISTIONUE, 


8 * — af - ® __— — 
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URISTIANUS' Plan has now en- 
gaged the attention of the public: and a 
* ſubſcription i is begun to promote the 
deſign. And ſhould the Rich with-hold their 
finiſhing Hand, the Poor are reſolved to caſt in 
their Mites, that this Goſpel may be preached / 
unto them, And bleſſed is he who ſhall not 
be offended in me, ſays our Lord, Mat. xi. 6. 


Vet it is ſtrange, but not more ſtrange than | 
true, that to be a Chriſtian, it is not enough, 
with ſome, to be a diſciple of Chriſt, unleſs you 
| profeſs yourſelf the diſciple of Fm and Apollo 
D too. 


. 4 & 18 R. | 80 

too. We Vo. ä or you 

8 ebene eee Ph 
retick, or what not. But is not this to ſet up 
mne diſciple above his Maſter ? Is it not the very 
WS  fpicit of Anti-Chriſt, of Popery itſelf, in em- 
N bryo ? Has it not been the great ſource of thoſe 
cruel perſecutions, and unnatural contentions 
among Chriſtians for ages paſt ? Our bleſſed 
Saviour ſeems to point at the latter, Matt. x. 


e ee 7 7A 
But Chriſtianus's Plan is directly calculated 

to deſtroy the bitter root of thoſe ſpiritual di- 
viſions, which have multiplied and hardened 
infidels; ſhamed the miniſters of the goſpel; 
leſſened their character, uſefulneſs, and ſup. 

port; thinn'd their aſſemblies ; ſcandaliz'd the 
weak Chriſtian ; torn and diſmember'd Chriſt's 
myſtical body; and form'd his giſciples and 
Churches into factions and parties of alienation 
from, and oppoſition to one another, that 
ought to have been in reciprocal alliance for 
mutual comfort, edification, and defence a- 

1 gainſt their inveterate and common enemies. 
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deſpiſe others, on account of their fernung 
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ſtreet; Long - acre, has often touched upon 
the real or pretended reaſons of religious perſe- | 
cution: and has made it very evident tome; that 
a contentious: ſpirit in matters of religion (as 
well as in other things) is always a ſpirit of 
pride; according to the Wiſeman's Proverb, 
e Only by pride cometh contention,” While 
we allow ourſelves to contradict, judge, or I 


religious ſentiments and practice, we will not 
allow them. to contradict, judge, or deſpiſe us. 

Hence thoſe tumultuqus paſſions of wrath, 
malice, envy, jealouſy and revenge: hence 
thoſe malevolent whiſperings, debates, cla- 


mours, ſtrife of Words, and ſometimes ſtri- 


vings unto blood, among ſuch as call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians and Proteſtants, | 


Need my fellow Citizens betold of thoſe bleed- 
ing wounds, that ſome Proteſtant miniſters.now 
living have received in the houſes of their Pro- 
teſtant brethren? Wounds in the moſt tender 
part, viz. in their miniſterial capacity and uſe- 


fulneſs, not for any blemiſh in their moral cha- 
we J | D 2 : * 8 
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partial, and unchriſtian ſpirit ; ſo oppoſite to 


[1] ©: 


2 racter, but onlyifor daring to defend che thor) J 
_ character of their God, againſt ſuch necei- 


tating ſchemes, as ſeem to them greatly 10 


eclipie, if not to annihilate the Divine holineſs 
and truth, righteouſneſs and love; tho they can 
make all charitable allowance, for ſuch Chri- 
ä ſtians a8 embrace thoſe necellngting ſchemes. _ 


111 1s not enough to declare to theſe gentle- 


men, that you ever believed, with the reſt of 
Four brethren, that God infallibly foreknows 


what will be; and that what God has 2bſolute- 


ly foretold, will certainly be; 3, unleſs you. 


will allow alſo, -that men may prevent what 
will be, or that God may juſtly, nay eternally 5 
puniſh Men, for what they never could pre- 
vent. They expect, that you ſhould meckly 
ſubmit to their wiſer decrees concerning theſe 
things, while they will not yield an hair's 


breadth to you; no, not for the ſake of 


chriſtian peace, and the fellowſhip of chriſtian 
love. | 


F But the 3 preſents us with thoſe 


healing counſels which Chriſtianus has to offer 


for the cure or prevention of this unfeeling, 


that 


1 
5 
d 
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3 
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- culiar badge and glory-- 


. [21] 
that goſpel; tho leading defign of which: to 


flay all enmities, and to introduce à compla- 
cential love among all that adtiere unto out 
bleſſed Saviour as their common Lord, and to 


his Word (as far as they can undetſtand it) as 


the unerring rule of their faith and practice 3 


which benevolent defign we be | 7580 


Mm ? 


The CONCLUSION. 
And i is this indeed Chriſtianuꝰs Plan, found- 


! ed upon Mir Ludolf's true and only way to Union 
among ' Chriftians ? And can it fail to go 
into execution? What, not in a Proteſtant 
country! Not in this opulent city, the ca- 


pital ſeat of Britiſh Proteſtants! Not for one 
year, by way of ſpecimen and trial! Is it not 


high time to make a more open and extenſive 
declaration, whether our Divine Maſter, or 


ſome of his idolized diſciples, ſhall be- 101 


choſen head ? Whether his divine lectures, 
and infallible documents, or the jejune and fal- 


lible dictates of finful men, ſhall be the 


ſtandard of our faith and practice? Have we 
quite forgot, that “no man can ſerve two 


maſters? That either he will hate the one, and 


love the other; or elſe will hold to the one, 


and deſpiſe the other ?” Can 
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Can 1 ourſelyes the genuine ſons of ' 
our excellent Reformers, and : heſitate a mo- 
ment; Whether Chriſt or Anti- chriſt; Wwhe- 


ther King Jeſus, or an Uſurper, ſhall be pre- 


ferted and bear ſupreme rule, in our Saviour's | 
kingdom Who is Paul; and who is Apollos, 
and who is Cephas ? Or, any other of later 
date, by whatſoever name they may be diſtin- 
guiſhed, dignified, or ſtigmatized? Who is 
Athanaſius, and who is Arius? Who is Lu- 
ther, and who. is Calvin? Who is Arminius, 
and who is Socinus? Or, to deſcend to a yet 


more modern ſtile; Who is Zinzendorf, and 


who. is Hutchinſon Whois Weſtley, and who 


18 Whitfield, but miniſters; by whom you pro- 
feſs to believe? But were any of theſe crucified 


for you? Or were ye baptized i in their Name ? 


While there are envyings, and ſtrifes, and di- 


viſions among us, - about thoſe who at beſt, are 


but the frail and imperfect followers and diſci- 


ples of our bleſſed Lord; Are we not carnal, 
and walk as men ? As men, whoſe mouths | 


ſpeak great ſwelling words, having men's per- 


ſons in admiration becauſe of advantage; who 
ſeparate themſelves, ſenſual, not having the 
ſpirit. Let us rather build up ourſelves in our 

| | moſt 


1 


love of God and one another, looking for the 


moſt holy: faith ; and keep ourſelves” in thei 


ij 
* 
2 


mercy. of our Lord jeſus Chriſt unto eternal 


life; while of ſome we have compettin; ma- 


king a difference,” 


For 1 my DES Ref . thoſe 4 
defamations, degradations, anathema s, con- 


fiſcation of goods, impriſonment of perſons, 


and cruel murders, which, tho ſanctified by a 


pretended zeal for Chriſt and his religion, have 


| ſo ſtained the annals of the Chriſtian church, 


in all ages; Whence came they, but from 
hence? The changing the Prince of Peace, 
and his pacific laws, for the ſacrilegious uſur- 
pations, and litigious explications of Anti- 
Chriſtian teachers, or his. too much admired 
. | 


Would every. one be content with this cri- 
terion or characteriſtic of a diſciple, viz. a fin- 
cere and profeſſed adherence to Chriſt, their 
Divine Maſter, and to his word, as their only 
divine rule, leaving each other to form 
his belief of particular doctrines, and his 
religious practice, as he is able, for himſelf 
from thence ; and to ſpeak and walk accord- 
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mind, to he the truth, as it is in Jeſus, with- | 
out judging or deſpiſing thoſe diſciples, who 
differ bam them, tho to them ſuch may ſeem | 
to need to be taught again, 'which be the firſt 


306 principles of the oracles of God (as ſome diſ- 


ciples of old) and are become ſuch as have 
need of milk. and not of ſtrong meat, Heb. 
v. 12.—Was but this done, the offence would 
ceaſe; and no contention remain, but who ſhall 
| excel! molt 3 in Chriſtian r and love. 


And tee! is more than this, is, I fear, 
a ſtep towards Popery ; on whoſe forehead a 
name is written, MysrrRVY, BABYLON THE 
GREAT, Tae MoTnurerR or HARLors, xp 
 ABOMINAT10Ns oF THE EARTH: concerning 
whom the command is, Come out of her, my peo- 
ple, that ye be not partakers of her fins, and that 
ye receive not of her plagues. For the time, we 
truſt, is approaching, when it will be aid, 
« Babylon is fallen, is fallen. For her fins bave 
* reached unto Heaven, and God bath remem 
bered her iniguities. 
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x 185 beute of all ths Agel | 
8 .in th 8 orld, Wall! require the feweſt 
thing s. to 'be granted ; even nothing 
but what was Teide, eben nothing but tho 
very ſubject of the Queſtion, viz, That there 
was ſuch a man as Jeſus Chriſt, that he pre- 
tended ſuch things and aße t ſuch Doctrines: 
for he that will prove thele things to be from 
Bod, muſt. be allowed that they were from 
Fe or other. But this poltulate T do h 
not-aſk for need, but for dere g ſake and Att; 
fot what the hiſtories of that Age reported as 
2. public affair, as one of the moſt eminent 
tranſactions of the world, that which made fo - 
much noiſe, which cauſed. 1 many changes, 
which occaſioned ſo many wars, which divi- 
ded fo. ae hearts, which altered ſo many 
milies, ich procured ſo many deaths, 
which Zpüaded ſo many Laws in favour, and 
n ſo many Reſeripts in the disfavour of 


itſelf; that, Kur was not done in a corner, 
R " 


30 0 8 4 
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5 
but was thirty three years and more in act- 
oppoſed by fo mueh Art, and ſo much power 


that it might not ron: which filled the world 


with. noiſe, whi ef | | 
in the bodies of men by 


d:ſuch great chan 
ring the d \ 


and ſmiting the contumacious dr the hypo- 
crites, Which drew o many eyes, and filled 


15 


.or more, that it had never. been, do yet 
only Tabor to make to appear 'nbt to hive been 


divine z Cextainl „this thing is ſo certain that 


It Was, that the defenders of it need not account 
it a kindneſs to have it preſuppoſed ; for never 
was any ſtory in the world t at had fo many 
degrees of credibility, as the ſtory of the per- 
ſon, life and death of Jeſus. Chill : And if he 


had not been a true Prophet, yet that he was 
in the world, and faid and did ſuch things 


cannot 


Eq tf 3» 1}- 8 
cannot de denied; for even concerning Mabo- 
met we make no queſtiotr but he was in the 
world, and led a part of mankind after. 
him, ind. what was leſs proved; wo infinitely 
believe; and what all men ſay, and no man 
denies, and was notorious: in tel, of thisg'we 
may make further i + whether it was all | 
that which it pretended,” - for that it did niake 
nh and was in the world, Hoods er 
ae 1 ” 23 94-700 
But now whether Jeſus Chit was ſons froth 
God, and delivered the Will of God we are 
to take accounts from all the things of the 
world which were on him, or about him, 
= from him.  Confider Brſt his perſon: he 
retold by all the prophets: He, I fay, 
for that appears by the event, and the correſ- 
pondencies of their fayings to his 
was deſcribed by infallible characteriſtns which 
did fit him, and did never fit any but him; 
for when he was born, then was the falneſs 
of time, and the Meſſias was ex -at the 
time when Jeſus did appear, which gave oc- 
cafion to many of the godly then to wait for 
him, and to hope to live till the time of his 
revelation : : and they did ſo, and with a tp 
rit of Pro which their own natioh 
confeſs and honor, glorified God at the reye- 
lation : and the moſt excellent and devout 
ſons that were conſpicuous for their piety did 
then rejoice in him, and confeſs him ; andthe 
expectation of him 2 that time was ſo lier 
Ic 


on: he a 
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liek and famous, that it gave, oacaſion to di- 
vers Impoſtors to abuſe. the eredality of the 


people in pretending to be the, Meſſſas; but 


not only the predictions of the time, and the 


perfect Syncroniſma did point him out, but 


at his birth a ſtrange ſtar appeared, which 
guided certain Levantine Princes and Sages 
- to the enquiry: aſter him; a * | 


which had an irregular place; and. an irre- 
lar motion, that came by deſign, and ated 

y counſel, , the counſel of the Almight 
Guide, it moved from place to plade, till it 
ſtood juſt over the houſe where the Babe did 


Aleep ; a ſtar of which the heathen knew much, 


4 


who knew nothing of him; a. ſtar, which 


Chalcidius affirmed to have ſignified, the de- 
ſcent: of God for the ſalvation of man; a ſtar 
that guided the wiſe Cha/deesto worſhip him 
with gifts * the ſame diſciple of Plato does 
affirm, and) as the holy Scriptures deliver; 
and this ſtar could be no ſecret; it troubled 
all the country; it put Herod upon ſtrange 
arts of ſecurity for his kingdom, it effected a 
tragedy accidentally, for. it occaſioned the 
death of all the little Babes in the City, 
and voiſinage of Bethlchem : But the birth of 
this young child which, was thus glorified by 
a ſtar, was alſo ſignified by an angel, and was 


effected by the holy Spirit of God, in a man- 


ner which was in itſelf ſupernatural ; a Vir» 
gin was his Mother, and God was his Father, 


and his beginning was miraculous ; and this 


matter 


matter of his birth of a Virgin was proved to 
an intereſted and jealous perſon, even to J- 
 ſeph the ed father 2 0 was affirm- 
A publickly-by all his fainily, and by all his 
diſciples, and publiſhed in the midſt of all his 
enemies, who by no artifice could reprove it, 
a matter ſo famous, that when it was urged as 
an argument to prove Jeſus to be the Meſſias, 
by the force of a Prophecy in tab (A Virgin 
ſhall. concei ve a Son) they who obſtinately re- 
fuſed to admit him, did not deny the matter 
of fact, but denied that it was ſo meant by 
the Prophet, which if it were true, can only 
prove that Jeſus was more excellent then was 
foretold by the Prophets, but that there was 
nathing-lefs in him then was to be in the 
Meſſias; it was a matter ſo famous that the 
Arabian Phyſicians who can affirm no ſuch 
things of their Mabomet, and yet not being 
able to deny it to be true of the holy Jeſus, 
endeavour to elevate and leſſen the thing, by 
ſaying, It is not wholly beyond the force of 
nature, that a Virgin ſhould conceive, ſo that 
it was on all hands undeniable, that the Mo- 
ther of Jeſus was a Virgin, a Mother without 
a Man. This is that Jeſus at whoſe preſence 
before he was born, a babe in his mother's 
belly alſo did leap for joy, who was alſo a per- 
ſon extraordinary himſelt, .conceived in his 


mother's old age, after a long barrenneſs, ſig- 
_ the Temple, to his fa- 
is Prieſtly Office, who — 
| allo 


 nified by an An 
ther officiating 


He was ia ſojourner in Egypf 


the journey of the 


n 


| Ay - 
aſs rack db for i not. preſent beli * 
a ſayy it, and all e, 


the fore : runner of the holy 
ſo was foretold by one of the old Prophets; 


which is a verification of a Prophecy; and all 
of it is that . which from 4 
birth of Jeſus was pointed at and hinted by 


all che Prophets, whoſe words in him paſſed 


perfectly into the event. This is that Jeſus, 


who, as he was born without a Father, ſo he 


without age, a Doctor in a Child's 


diſputing in the Sanctuary at twelve * 


» becauſe the 
Babe born of an indigent Mother, was a 
midable rival to a potent King, and this 
fear, could not come from the deſign of the 


triouſneſs of the birth, and the Prophecies of 
the child, and the ſayings of the leatned, and 
iſe-men, and- the decrees 
of God ; this journey and the return were both 
— by the conduct of an Angel and a 


divine Dream, for to the Son of God all the 


Angels did rejoice to miniſter, This bleſſed 
Perſon made thus excellent by his Father, and 


Faro by miraculous "Ie ns, and il- 


uſtrious by the 1 of heavenly ſpirits, 


and 


Wind his reſtitution, and hi us named 
by the Angel, and his Office declared to be 
Jeſus ; and this al- - 


for the whole ſtory of this divine: Perſon is a 


| chain of providence and wonder, every link of 


to the 


was learned without a Maſter, he was a Man 


years old! 


infant, but muſt needs ariſe from the illuſ- 
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Angels, to Longs wrt a multitude of 
the Heaven! —— . dy a 
P by- a Star, to the Jews by the 
5 to the Gentiles by e Ang 4 
men, 'to'F#rod by the Doctots ef the Law, 
and to himſelf perfectly known by the inch 
ing his humane naxtrre in the boſom and heatt 
of God, and by the fulneſs of the Spirit of 
God, was yet ' pleaſed for 
| thier, to live an humble, a laborious,” 4 chaſte 


and a'devout;, a ar and an even, a wiſe 

and an exemplar, à pious und an obſcure life, 
without complaint, without fin, 'withbut de. 

fign of fame, or grendeur of ſpirit, till the 


time came that the clefts of the rock were to 
open, and the Diamond r and 
de worn in the Diadem 
this perſoti was Wholly a 


able e — Was 
vfhered intd che world b 5 the voice of 1 loud | 
Crier in the wilderneſs on auſtere and 
wife, of 4 Ritatnge Hei Fall of holinefs, and 
full 'bf hafdneſs, and 4 great Preacher of 
righteoulneſs; '# man believed by all the peo- * 
ple that 8 7 in his 
or nation gathered diſeiples und 
(which atnongſt them was a e, 
was the Doctor of a new inſtitution, and bap- 
tized all the Country A pat rnb great, 
ſo revered followen, ened to b z 
and People, by Dockors — He 'by 
Phariſees and A This man preached * 


Jef us 


thirty years toge= 


ey ik; 5 5 


to pointed out che Lamb * 
Dod, Mid that — and himſelf 
from all that fame muſk retire, Pe 
place; he received: him to. baptiſm after hav- 
ing with duty and modeſty declared his own 
unworthineſs to give, but rather a mp | 
to receive baptiſm. from. the holy, hands of 
Jeſus z, but. at the ſolemnity God ſent down 
the holy Spirit upon his holy Son, and by a 
voice from heaven, a voice of thunder (and 
God was in that voice) declared that this was 
his, Son, and that he was delighted in him. 
This voice from heaven was ſuch, ſo evident, 
ſo certain a conviction of what it did intend to 
Prove, ſo known and n as the way of 
PHivine tevelation under the ſecond Temple, 
that at that time every man that geſired a lign 
| honeſtly, would have been ſatisfied with ſuch 
a voice ;. it being the teſtimony. by which God 
Toby extraordinaries to be ctedibſe to his 
om the days of, Eara, to the death of 
— 3 and that. there was ſuch a voice, 
not only then, but divers times after, Was as 
certain, and made as evident as things of that 
nature can ordinarily be made. For it being 
a matter of fact, cannot be ſuppoſed infinite, 
but limitted to time and place, heard by t 
certain number of perſons, and was 48 a 
clap. of thunder upon ordinary accounts, 
which could be heard but by thoſe who were 
r within the ſphere of its o] activity; 3 and re: - 
1 __ 2 thoſe to others, who. are to give 


teſti- 


N the 
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| accounted ſufficient to make faith when there 
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teſtimony 2s, e are required, which 
are credible under the teſt of two or three diſ- 


intereſted, honeſt, and true men, and tho 
this was done in the preſence of more, and 


| oftener than once, yet it was a divine teſti- 
mony but at firſt, but it is to be conveyed 


by the means of men; and as God thundered 


from heaven at the giving of the Law, though 


that he did ſo; we have notice only from 
Books of Moſes received from the Jewiſh Na- 
tion; ſo he did in the days of the Baptiſi, and 
ſo: he did to Peter, James, and Jobn, and 
ſo he did in the preſence of the Phariſees and 


many of the common people; and as it is not 


to be ſuppoſed that all theſe would join their 

divided imereſts, for and againſt themſelves 
for the verification of. 'a lie, ſo if: they would 
have done it, they could not bare done it 


without reproof of their own partirs, who 


would have been glad by the diſcovery only: | 
to diſgrace the whole ſtory; but if hel report 
of honeſt and juſt men ſo reputed, may be 
queſtioned for matter of fact, or may not be 


is no pretence of men to the contrary, beſides 
that we can have no ſtory: tranſmitted to us, 
no records kept, no acts of Courts, no natra- 
tives of the days of old, no traditions of our 
Fathers; ſo there could not be leſt in nature 
any uſnal inſtrument whereby God could after 
the manner of men declare his own: will 


to, us, but either we ſhould never know 
C the 


1 and their faithfulneſs in tellin 


. * wit 4 tas. 1 by 1 * 
* = \ 


HER t 9 1 n Ws 
- the will of heaven upon earth, e * 


but always, and not only akways 10 eme men, 


be, that God muſt not only tell it ene, 


| but aways to all men; and then as there would 


be no uſe of hiſtory, or the honeſty of men, 

any act of God 

in declaration of his will, fo their would be 
ual neceſſity of miracles; and we could 

not ſerve directly with our underſtanding, 
for there would be no ſuch: thing as faith, 
that is, of aſſent without conviction of under- 
ſtanding, and we could not pleaſe God with 
believing, becauſe there would be in it nothing 
of the will, nothing of love and choice ; and 
that faith Which 18, would be like that of 
Thomas,” to believe what we ſee er hear, and 


God ſhould not at all govern upon earth, 


unleſs he did continually come :binaſelf: for 9 


thus, all Government, all Teachers, all 1 
ſtles, all Meſſengers would, be needleſs, be- 
cxuſe they could not ſhew to the eye, what 
they told to the ears of men; and it might 26 
well be diſbelieved in all Courts and by all 
Princes, that this was not the letter of 2 
Prince, or the act of a man, or the writing of 


his hand, and ſo all humane intercourſe muſt 25 


ceaſe, and all ſenſes but the eye be uſeleſs as 
to this affair, or elſe to the ear all voices muſt 
_— ſtrangers but the principal, if I fay, no 
(hall make faith: But it is certain, 


ths when theſe voices were ſent from heaven, 
pg heard upon earth, yuuy prevailed amongſt 
many 


. 1 11 1 
1 8 tbem bot, and dite 
e. lied upon ſach accounts, or el 
be that none Ks chit did hear them co | 
believed by any of their friends and ne ch 15 

fot if they were, the volce was as effectiye at 


mo 


| - the reflex and gebound, as in the direct emiſ- 


flog, and could prevail with them that be 
lleved their brother or their friend, as cettain- 
ly as with them Fac; believed their own cars 
and eyes. 

I need not ſpeak of the vaſt aumbers of mi- | 
racles which he wrought; mitacles which 
were. not more demonftrations of his 10 
than of his mercy; for they had nothin 
pompouſneſs and Genstias, but infinitely 4 
charity and mere „ arid that permanent and 
laſling and often: 0 opened the eyes of the 
blind, he made the crooked ſtraight, he made 
the weak ſtrong, he cured fevers. with the 
touch of his hand, and an iſſue of blood with 
the hem of his garment, and ſore eyes with 
the ſpittle of his mouth and the clay of the 
earth ; he multiplied the loaves and fiſhes, he 
raiſed the dead to life, a young maiden, the wi- 
dow's ſon of Naim, and Lazarus, and caſt 
out Devils by the word of his mouth, which - 
he could never do but by the powet of God. 
For Satan does not caſt out Satan, nor a 


Houſe fight againſt itſelf, if it means to ſtand 


long, and the Devil could not help Jeſus, be- 
ck: the holy Jeſus taught men 68/4 called 
them from 0 worſhipping Devils, taught 
C2 them 
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e 
18 them to xeſiſt the Dexil, to lay aſide all thoſe 
1 N idolatries by which the Devil doth. 
rule in the hearts of men: he taught men to 
love God, to fly from temptations to ſin, to 
It date and avoid all thoſe things of which the 
|' Devil is guilty, for Chriſtianity forbids pride, 
enyy, malice, lying, and yet affirms that the 


b p | * 


3 Devil is proud, envious, malicious, and the 
0 £ * a "37 , | IS, | 1 
Peoather of lies; and therefore where ever 


Chriſtianity prevails, the Devil is not wor- 
ſhipped ; and therefore, he that can think 
that a man, without the power of God, could 
- overturn the Devil's principles, croſs his de- 
figns, weaken his ſtrengths, baffle him in his 
policies, befool him and turn him out of poſ- 
ſeſſion, and make him open his own mouth 

\ - againſt himſelf as he did often, and. confeſs 
himſelf conquered by Jeſus and tormented, as 

the Oracle did to Auguſtus Ceſar, and the De- 
vil to Jeſus himſelf, he, I fay, that thinks a 
meer man can do this, knows not the weak- 

neſſes of a man, nor the power of an Angel; 
but he that thinks that this could be done by 
compact, and by conſent of the Devil, muſt 
think him to be an Intelligence without un- 
derſtanding, 4 power wit out force, a fool 
and a fot to aſſiſt a power againſt himſelf, and 
to perſecute the power he did affiſt, to ſtir 
up the world to deſtroy the Chriſtians, whoſe 
Maſter and Lord he did aſſiſt to deſtroy him- 
ſelf ; and when we read that Porphyrius, an 

Heathen, a profeſſed enemy to ans” 
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5 did oy foy, > oof g dd nue . 2 
ze die, that ſince Jeſus was worſhippe 
gods could help no man, that is, the s Which 
they worſhipped ; the poor baffled: enervated 
Dæmons: He muſt either think that the De- 
vils are as foolith. as they are weak, or elſe 
that they did. nothing towards this declination 
of their power; and therefore that they ſuffer 
it by a power, higher than themſelves; - — 
by the power of God in the hand of Jeſus. 5 
| "But beſides that God. gave teſtimony frem 
heaven concerning him; he alſo gave this teſ- 
timony of himſelf to have come from God, 
becauſe that he did God s. wi; for he that is a 
good man, and lives by the Laws of God and 2 
of his Nation, a life innocent and ſimple, pru- 1 
dent and wiſe, holy and ſpotleſs, unreproved | 
and unſuſpected, he is certainly by all wiſe 1 
men ſaid in a ood ſenſe to be the Son of Gd. 
but he who does well, and ſpeaks well, and 
calls all men to glorify and ſerve God, and 
ſerves no ends but of holineſs and charity, of 
wiſdom of hearts and reformation of manners, 
this man carries great authority in his ſayings, 
and ought to prevail with good men in good 
things, for good ends, which is all that is 
here required. But his nature was ſo ſweet, 
his manners ſo humble, his words ſo wiſe and 
compoſed, his comportment ſo grave and win- 
ning, his anſwers ſo ſeaſonable, his queſtions 
ſo deep, his reproof ſo ſevere and charitable, 
his pity ſo great and mercitul, his prenclungy 7 | 
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_ full of reaſon and holineſs, of weight and au- 

_ - thority; this coniverfation” ſo uſefül and benefi- 

cent, his poverty great, but his altns frequent, 
bis family ſo holy and religious, his and their 


employment fo profitable, his meeknefs ſo in- 
comparable, his paffions without difference, 


ſavo only where zeal or pity carried him on to 
worthy and apt expreſfions, a perſoni tliat fe- 


ver laughed, but often wept in a ſenſe of the 


calashitſes of others; he loved evety man and 


hated no man, he gabe count! to the doubtful, 
and inſtructed the ignorant, he bound up the 
broken hearts, and ſtrengthened the feeble 
knees; he relieved the poor, and converted the 
fingers, he deſpifed none that Came to him 
for tolief, and as for thoſe that did not, he 
went to them; he took all occaſions of mer- 
ey that were offered him, and went abroad for 
more; he ſpent his days in preaching and 
healing, and his nights in Prayers and con- 
verſation with God, he was obedient to Laws 
and ſubject to Princes, though he was the 
Prince of Juda in right of his Mother, and 
of all the world in right of his Father; the 
people followed him, but he made no con- 


ventions, and when they were made, he ſuf- 


fered no tumults, when they would have 
made him a King, he withdrew himſelf; 
when he knew they would put him to death, 
he 'offered himſelf; he knew mens hearts, 
and converſed ſecretly, and gave anſwer to 
their thoughts, and prevented their * 

| | 0 


by. 1 acts of mer 
g nothing which 
= mould call a — war — 
healing, fick people, a charity which 
emf would do to beaſts, and yet they 
were angry 
thren: in all his life, and in all his comver- 
ſation with bis Nation; he was woo nn as 

an Angel of light, and when by — — 

of hit wiveth, and the | ſeverity of hi doc- 
trine, and the charity of hu mi miracles, and the 
noifes of the people, and his immenfe fame 
in all that part of the world, and the multi- 
tude of his diſciples,” and the authority of his 
ſermons, and his free: ceproof of their hypo- 
criſy, and his diſcovery of their falſe doc- 
trines, and weak traditions ; he had branded 
the reputation of the vicious rulers of the 
people, and they reſolved to put him to 
death, they who had the biggeſt malice in 
the Wes and the weakeſt accufations, 
were forced to ſupply their want of articles 
againſt him, by making truth to be his fault; 


ö and his office ta be his crime, and his open 
cConfeſſion of what was aſked him, to be his 
4 article of condemnation; and yet aſter all this 


they could not perſuade the competent judge 
9 7 a 2M 


at him 2 it to their bre- 


1 260 Re J 
p coca him, ur to ſind him 89 85 IN 
| fault, anti therefore they were — - | 
him-with:Ce/or's name, ageinſt whom . 
, they would pretend him to be at ey, tho 
in their charge they neither 
_ deed laid it againſt him, and yet to whatſoever 
they objected, he n no return; but his fi- 
lence and his innocence were femarkable and 
evident, without labor and reply, and needed 

no more argument, than the Sun needs an ad- 
vocate to prove that he i is the brighteſs: . 
the firmament. Aid 
„Well, ſo it was, (abe niet bing 1 
when they did they did as much put out the 
eye of heaven as deſtroy. the Son of God; for 
when with an incomparable ſweetneſs, and a 
patience exemplar to all ages of ſufferers, he 
endured affronts, examinations, ſcorns, inſo- 
lencies of rude ungentle Tradeſmen, cruel 
whippings, injurious, unjuſt and unreaſonable 
uſages from thoſe whom he. obliged by all the 
arts of endearment and offers of the biggeſt 
| kindneſs, at laſt he went to death, as to the 
work which God appointed him thathe might 
become the world's ſacrifice, and the great 
example of holineſs, and the inſtance of re- 
preſenting by what way the world was to be 
made happy (even by ſufferings and ſo enter- 
ing into heaven) that he might (I ſay) become 
the Saviour of his Enemies, and the elder 

Brother to his friends, and the Lord of Glory, x 


and the fountain of its emanation. Then it was 
that 


proved, nor i in- 


he arofe from tho graveꝶ and for! forty: 


FT IN n * 1 
g 2's no io fm karen 
the Sun I I while he was 
on the Croſs, ©4 the Moon owas' in 
full; that 4s, Be W hied not bexauſe a 
thing in — — inve — 
the nature (u a Heathen at atrvery 
time confeſſed,” Who yet. ſaw notliing of this 
ſad iniqui J did ſüfker. The — tend. 
the vell of te Temple divided of itſelf, a 
opened the encloſures, and diſparked the.Sanc- 
ary,” and — 8 nes 
the dead Land appeared 
HAHA their friends; 
of the people ſmote their heartiʒ CR by 
theſe” ſtrange indications eonvinced that he was 
the Som of God. His garments were parted, 
ind lots caſt upon his in wvard coat, they gave 
him vinegar and gall to drink, they brake not a 
bone of him, but f the y pierced his ſide with a 
ſpear, looking upon 11 whom they had 
pierced: according — Prophecies of him, 
which were fo-clear,! and deicended to mi- 
nutes and cireumſtancos cf his paſſion, that 
there was nothing leſt / by oyhich they could 
doubt whether thts webe 1 no; who: was 
to come into the world's Burafterzall-this;-that 
all might den finally verified, and no fcruple 
left, aſtet thtes days barigh,/a grein ſtana being 
rolled to the face of and the ſtone 
ſealed; aid a guafdof Soldiers placed — — 


gether 'tonverſed wit id: followers and Die 


ciples, 


121. 


Wet to Fire thei 
f * coma a lye, and N being ſo publickly 
_ and: confidently affirmed at; the very time it 
was done, and for ever aſter Roy by all. Chris 


ſtians, uſed, a the . her e 


8 ae be and friends 
and the r6latives and companions of all thoſe 
ſwe hundred perſons who, were eye- witneſſes, 
it is inflnitely ramovod from a reaſquable ſuſpi- 
cion ; andi at the end of thoſe days Was taken 
up into hea ten in the ſight of many 
er vas in the preſence of EEA. ext | 

No he of whom all theſe things are true, 
matt reads butt ingnt than a meet man, and 
that they were true, was affirmed by very ma» 
ny eye · witneſſes, men who were innocent, 
plain men, men that had no bad ends to ſerve, 
men that looked for no preferment by the 
thing in this life; men to whom their 

told they were to expect _— 
Sceptres, not praiſe of men, e 
— not power and eaſe, but — 
caſting away care, and attendance 1 upon ſecu- 
lar die, that they might attend their mi- 
niſtry, poverty and priſons, trouble and vexa- 
tion, petſecution and labor, whippings | 
baniſhment, : bonds and death; be ho re- 
ee af eee 
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cuxing, and conſequently uncertain, ſo it muſt | 
needs be very inconſiderable, not fit to out- | 
weigh the danger and the- loſs nor yet at all 4 
valuable by them whoſe education and pre. 
tences were againſt it ? cheſe e have plenti- 
fully. But if theſe men are numerous and g- 
nited, it is more. Then we have mote ; 
they ſaw and heard, that thouſands of people 


were convinced of the truth of them: But 
then if theſe men offer their oath, it is yet 
more; but yet not ſo much as; we have, for 
64 | 2 C2: . - they 
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credulity 
neither Rog up ur eyes and eh | 
GO we do eye rden & b Our ves 
matters of little and bf ' yo Gneerdriient; if 
we reſuſe to do in our RUigioh Whith yet is 
to be Confluctedd as other home i are; 
by Humigne inftruments and arguments pf per- 
ſuaſion oper: to the niture'6f the thing, "is 
an obſti acythat 1 is a8 Were be: humane rea- 
ſon, ks SY 3 _— * ſir 405 
Theſe things felate to t 7 
Jeſus, and prove ſufflc tently Wal it was extra- 
ordinary; that it was'dfome," that Co. wa un 
bim, that his potyer Wröüght in him; and 
therefore* that it Was Dis will Which "Jeu 
taught, and God ſigned?" But then if no 
of all this had „Jet even Ahe Hoctr Nene 3 
ſelf prover itfelf Divine and uf —— 
CL write 19% Ham 91911 I Fel AC 4 
For it is a Doctrine perfective of humat na- 
ture, that teaches us to love God and te w_ 
one another! to hürt. no man, and to do g | 
"every man, it propoſes to us the nobleſt; ie 
higheſt, and the braveſt Pleaſutts!'of the 
"woAld; the joys of charity: the reſt of inno- 
cenee, the peace of quiet ſpirits,” th "we 
* 0 


— G i Fre] Wy 
of betiiicehes; and forbids ug onlz de 
and to be Devile, it allows alt tfiat God M 
natute intended, and only reſttains the ene. 
cendies of nature, and forbids us to 
ſure in that which is the only entertained? 
of Devils, in murders and revenges, malice 
and ſpiteful words and action . cor. 
ral pleafurts here they can 
health and ſocieties, to Sn of _—_—y 
lies, and honor of Communities, it racks 
men to keep their words, that themſelves 
ho ſecuted in all their juſt 23 and to 
| to others, that be done 
m; it ferbids biting one ber, 8 
may not be devoured by one üncther 
commands obedience to ſuperiors, th ER 
may not be ruined in confulions;- it combines 
G6vernmenits, and confirms all good Laws, and 
makes Peace, and oppoſes 1 revents wats 
whiore they are not juſt, and where they are not 
neceflary, It is a Religion that is life and ſpirit, 
notconſiſting in ceremonies and eterha 
ments, but in the ſervices of the heart, anfl 
the real fruit of lips and hands that is, of gout 
words and good deeds; it bidde us to do tht 
to God, which is agreeable to His excellentied, 
that is, worſhip/him with the beſt thin yo 
have, and make all things” elfe to miniſt 
it; it bids us to do that to our neighbour; by 


which he may be betief : it ig che perfectlon 
of the natural Law, and aprecable- to bur Hob 
tau! necefities, ind pronidtes bur natural ends 


and 


6 


> >.> 
— — — 
— 1 * — — 
— 2 — at — 8 — 
— — 2 . — 
g 9 a 
— — — —u—ᷣ — 
* ————ů — 2 — — — 
” 
8 
- 


* e nu wen 
Tith.i5 in all, it hath in it both eat and laght 
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3 W BET 
u does not deſtroy reaſon, but 
nan ing is 


and is not more offectual then it is —— 
totniſes cvery thing that we can defire, 
yet promiſes nothing but what it does ef- 
uit pr. Gaim war againſt all vices; and 
— . * does command every verctue 3 it 
twaches us with eaſo to mortify thoſe affeRions 


1 ſearoe reprovo, betauſe fie = 


not ſtrength enough to t, and it 
create in us thoſe vertues which reaſon 
herlelf never knew, and sſter they are 
own, could never approve ſufficiently 2: it is 


=: dodring in which nothing is ſuperfiuoys or 


burdenſome, nor yet is there any thing want- 


5 zung which can procure. happineſs to mankind, 


or; by d God can be glorified ;- and if 
wiſdom, and mercy, and juſtice, and ſimpli- 


 Kiky, and holineſs, and purity, and meekneſa, 


and contentedneſs, and charity, be images of 


God, and rays of Divinity, then. that Doo- 
' tripe in which all theſe ſhihe ſo gloriouſly, 


and in which nothing elſe is ingtedient muſt 
Heeds be — Gods and that all this is true 
in the Doctrine of Jeſus needs no en . 
lion but the reading the words. 
For that the werds of Jeſus are contained 


in the Goſpels, that is, in the writings of them, 
ho were eye- witneſſes and ear-witnelits of 


the actions and Sermons of Jaſys; is not at all 


be doubted 3. for i in every, ſect we. believe 


bas their 


tended to 


by all Chriſtian Aſſembli 
offer 


to by all; they were acknowledged by the ſame, 


_ WW ˙ A 


9 90/6 Books is proved: by 
of the Religion, for all the 
perſuading to the Religion, are in- 
prove.no other than is contained. is 
thoſe Books und theſe having been for fifteen 

hundred years! and more, rebeived ab 


* 
= 


poſſeſſion, till they can. be reaſonabl 
difturb'd; but that now. they can never bb 


infinitely certaid, becavſe-we have a lone, im. 


memorial, univerſal tradition; that theſe Rooks 
were written in thoſe times, by thoſe me 
by all Churches at the very firſt notice, except 55 
ſome few of che latter, which were firſt re- 
ceived by ſome Churches, and then conſented 


and by the next age for genuine, th 
rity publiſhed, their wordscited, appeals made to 
them in all quoſtions of Religion, becauſe it was 
known and confeſled that they wrote nothing 


eir autho- 


but chat they knew, ſo that they were nat de- 


ceived 


T 


cored; full 10 4 they Would He n be 

made to appear by ſomething: extrinſecil to 
cult inquiry, and was never ſo much as plau- 
fibly pretended by an Adverſaries, and it be- 
ing al matter of another man's will, muſt be 
declared by actions or not at all. But beſides 
the men that wrote them were to- be believed 
becauſe they did Miracles, they wrote Prophe- 
dies, Which ure verified by the event, perſons 
were cured at their Sepulchres, a thing (6'fa- 
mous, that it was confeſſed even by the-ene- 
mies :iof tke Religion: and after all; that 
which the world oaght to rely upon, is the 
wifdom and chef providence and tlie gbodneſs 
of God; all which lit concerned to take cate 
that the Religion, which himfelf ſo adorned 
and proved by miracles and mighty Highs} | 
ſhould not be loſtz nor any falſe; rte ü 
be obtruded inſtead of true, leſt without o 
fault, the will of God become im poſſible obe 

ed. But to return to 1 brem ln 

thole excellent things which fingly did make 
famous ſo many ſects of Philoſophets, and re- 
marked ſo many Princes of their ſects, all 
them united, and many more which their eyes 
z auaræ JO; dark and dim could not ſee, 
are heaped together in this ſyſtem of wiſ- 

dom and holineſs. Here are plain precepts 

full of deepeſt myſtery ; here are the meaſures 
of holineſs and approaches to God deſcribed; 

obedience and conformity, mortification of the 


body," and elevations of the ſpirit, abſtractions 
from 


E hard w—— Me le m AT.» | yg 22 11 * .. . N 
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us from great felicity, or bring us into great 


V 
from earth, and Arts of ſociety and union with 
heaven, degrees of excellencies, and tenden- 


cies to perfection, 'imitations' of God, and 
converſations with him; theſe are the heights 
and deſcents, upon the plain grounds of natu- 


ral reaſon, and natutal religion, for there is 
nothing commanded, but what our reaſon by 
nature ought to chooſe, and yet nothing of 
natural reaſon taught but what is heightened 
and made more perfect by the Spirit of God ; 
and when there is any thing in the Religion; 
that is againſt fleſh and blood, it is only when 
fleſh and blood is againſt us, and againſt rea- 
ſon, when fleſh and blood either would Hinder 


miſery : To conclude, it is ſuch a Law, that 
nothing can hinder men to receive and enter- 


| tain, but à pertinacious baſeneſs and love to 


vice, and none can receive it hut thoſe who 
reſolve to be good and excellent; and if the 
holy Jeſus had come into the world with leſs 
ſplendor of power and mighty demonſtrations, 
yet even the excellency of what he taught, 
makes him alone fit to be the Maſter of 
the world. e 


haut then let us cot fider what this excellent 


rſon did effect, and with what inſtruments 
e brought ſo great things to paſs. He was 
to put a period to the Rites of Moſes, and the 
Religion of the Temple, of which the Jews 


were zealous even unto pertinacy ; to reform 


the manners of all mankind, to confound the 
—_ | _ Wiſe 


web wiſdom 
power of the Devil, to 
all falſe. Gods, to pull domn 
. and change 1 Laws, and by prin ciple 8 ke wi 
and holy, to reform the falſe. 
But ſee What was to be taug 
Trinity in the Unity of the 5 
we conceive, an eternal Union and 0 
0 Powers, in the one ſelf-ex- © 
tient Jehovah, Gen. i. 26. 27. and Chap. ui. 22. 
15 by Tei iv y * wiz, that is the Chriſtian Arith- 
Three are one, and ons are three, ſo 
or ſome other 


metick, 


of the Groeks,. 


world. 


three fimilar 


Lucian in his Phi 
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vin 1 | 


Society 


derides ahe Chriſtian Doctrine; oy their Phi- 
Ex nibilb 


oma, a 


eternity | or. 
et born of a 


Oman, an 


Ex nibilo nibil 
all things are m 
Man- G4 and a God. Man, the ſame 
nite and Wer born i in time, and ye 
efore all time] the Son of God, but 


« of . ; and * | 
75 ſon fi- 
from all 


and ſhe a Maid, but yet a | 


other; reſurrection of the dead, reunion of ſoul 


and <4 this was part of the Chriſtian Phyſicks 


or their. natural 


hiloſophy. 


But then cer- 


tainly their moral was eaſy 7 delicious. It 
is ſo Indeed. but not to fleſh and blood, whoſe 


” 


appetites it pretends to be 


to reſtrain or elſe to d 


nance, and humility, 


ate or to deſtroy, 


Faſting and pe- 


loving our enemies, reſtitu- 


tion of injuries, and ſelf-denial, and taking up the 


Cob, and Heng, all our goods, and giving ur 


165 far Jeſus : As the other was hard to be- 
lieve, ſo this is as hard to do. But for whom 


and under whoſe conduct was all this to be 


"oh 


„ 
beheved 0 aid n and al | 
| this to be fuffered ? ſurely for ſome | 


and mighty Prince, whoſe ſplendor as far dut- 


ſhines' the Roman: Empire, as the jewels of 
a outſhined the ſwadling cloatlis of 
the Babe at Bethirbem. No, it was not fo nei- 
ther. For all this was for Je, whom bis 


followers 32 Babe born in a 


ſtahle, the 8on of a ena cradled in a 
cratch, ſwadled in poor elouts; it was for him 
whom they indeed called a God, but yet 
whom all the world knew, and they themſelves 
faid, was whipped at a poſt, need to a Croſs; 
he fell under the malice Sod the Jews his coun- 
trymen, and the power of his Reman Lords: 
a cheap and a pitiful Sacrifice without beauty 
and-without fplendor. The defign is great, 
but does not yet ſeem poſſible ; but therefore . 
let us ſce what inſtruments the Holy : Jeſus 
choſe to effect theſe ſo mighty changes, to 
perſuade fo many propoſitions, to endear ſo 
great ſufferings, to overcome fo great enemies, 
to maſter ſo many impoſſibilities, which bit 
Doctrine and r Law, from this — were 
ſure to meet withal. | 
Here, here it is that the Divinity of the 
power is proclaimed, When-a man goes to 


can to out-number his Enemy, but when 
God fights, three hundred men that lap like a 
dog are ſufficient; nay, one word can diſſolve 


the greateſt army. He that means to effect 
'E 2 any 


war, he raiſes as great an army as he 


nn 
= 


r 15 : | 
any thing, muſt have'meang of his own Ys * 
-portionabe, and if they be not, "he mah Al. | 


or derive them from the mighty, See then 
with what inſtruments the holy Jeſus ſets up- 


on this great reformation of the world. Twelve 
men of 'obſcure and poor birth, of contempti- 7 
ble Trades and quality, without learning, 
without breeding; theſe men were ſent into 
the midſt of a knowing and wiſe world, to 
diſpute with the moſt famous Philoſophers of 
Greece, to out- wit all the learning ©; Athens, 


to out-preach all the Reman Orators; to intro- 


duce into a newly ſettled Empire, which 
would be impatient of novelties and change, 
ſuch a change as muſt deſtroy all their Tem- 
ples, or remove thence all their gods; againſt 
which change all the zeal of the world, and 
all the paſſions, and all the ſeeming pretences 
which they could make, muſt needs: be vio- 
lently oppoſed : a change that introduced new 
Laws, and cauſed them to reverſe the old, to 
change that Religion under which their Fa- 
thers long did proſper, and under which the 
Roman Empire obtained ſo great a grandeur, 
for a Religion which in appearance was filly 
and humble, meek and peaceable, not apt in- 
deed to do harm, but expoſing men to all the 
harm in the world, abating their courage, 
blunting their ſwords, teaching peace and un- 
activeneſs, and making the ſoldier's arms in a 
manner uſeleſs, and untying their military 
girdle ; a Religion which contradicted their 
| rea- 
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reaſons of State, and erected new Judicatories; 
and made the Roman Courts to be ſilent, and 
without cauſes; a Religion that gave counte- 
nance to the poor and pitiful (but ia a time 
when riches were adored, and ambition eſ- 
teemed the greateſt nobleneſs, and pleaſure 
thought to be the chiefeſt good) it brought - 
no peculiar derade the rich or mighty, un- 
leſs they would bedome poor and humble in 
ſome real ſenſe or other; a Religion that 
would change the face of things, and would 
alſo pierce into the ſecrets of the ſoul, and un- 
ravel all the intrigues of hearts, and reform all 
evil manners, and break vile habits into gen- 
tleneſs and counſel: that ſuch a Religion in 
ſuch a time, preached by ſuch mean perſons, 
ſhould triumph over the Philoſophy of the 
world, and the arguments of the ſubtle, and 
the ſermons of the eloquent, and the power of 
Princes, and the intereſt of States, and the 
inclinations of nature, and the blindneſs : of 
zeal, and the force of cuſtom, and the plea- 
ſures of fin, and the buſy Arts of the Devil, 
that is, againſt wit, and power, and money, 
and Religion, and wilfulneſs, and fame, and 
Empire, which are all the things in the world 
that can make a thing impoſſible; this I ſay, 
could not be but by = proper force of ſuch 


inſtruments ; for no man can ſpan heaven with 
an infant's palm, nor govern wiſe Empires 
with Diagrams, It were impudence to ſend a 
footman to command Cæſar to lay down his 


arms, 


his nb 
a Tavetn next to 


: is; Inte 7 


1 
Pompey s T clans; ber if a ſober man ſhall . 


ſand alene unarmed, undefended, or unpro- 


_ guce Ares his army to the ſcantling of a fins 
2 he that believes he will and can 
_ do cia, muſt believe he does it by a higher 


er 
Ede preſent tranſaction. For that the holy 
Is inviſible powers to do him vifible 
onors, that his Apoſtles hunted the Demons 
from their Tripods, their Navels, their Dens, 


thaw he 3 perceive, and fo it wat 


2 


Wied, and, ſhall tel chat he wil make he 
gun ſtand ſtill, or remove à mountain, or re- 


their hollow Pipes, their Temples, and their: 
Altars, that he made the Oracles filent, as 


Lucian, Porphyrie, Celſus, and other Hea- 


thens' confeſs ; that againſt the order of new 
things, which let them be never ſo profitable 


— unleſs they commence in a time of ad- 
vantage and favour, yet that this ſhould flou- 
fiſh like the Palm by preſſure, grow glorious 
by oppofition, thrive by perſecution, and was 
demonſtrated by eons, argues a a go 
caufe than the immediate inſtrument; now 


. © this higher cauſe did intervene is viſible and no- 


torious: The Apoſtles were not learned, but 
the holy Jeſus . — that he would ſend 
down wiſdom from above, from the Father of 


be inveſted with power from on high ; they 
| were 


or good, do yet ſuffer reproach, and eannot 


fpirits; they had no power, but they ſhould 


them MF py 
praiſed the WA 


the Ho 
ter ten 485 


fon, 55 be lies moveable. fire ſit · 
ting upon Dp. 4 heads, 5 15 light. did, Nu» 
and 


tm 


- minate..t earts, and ruſhing 
wind inſpired them with a pe! of poking 
diyers lap $,. and brou Homer | 

br ances N A aa —— — and 


made them wiſe to 1 ſouls, and bold to 
venture, and ptudent to adviſe, and powerful 
to do „ and.. witty to convince gain- 
ſayers, and hugely inſtructed in the Senptures, 
rw 5557 0 the 9555 yy nt my 
Ee it ro CCY. 18. WAS | 
bile” that at the firſt notice of it, three: thou 
fand ſouls were converted on that very day, at 
the very time. when, it was done; far it Wa 
| OE a viſible demonſtration of an invi- 
ſible. power, that ignorant perſons who were | 
never taught, ſhould in an, inſtant ſpeak. all 
the Languages of the Rowan Empire; and in- 
deed this thing was ſo neceſſary to be ſo, 
ſo certain that it was ſo, ſo public and ſo * 
dent, and ſo reaſonable, and ſo uſeful, that it 
was not eaſy to ſay whether it was the inde 
cation af a greater power, ot a greater wik- 
dom; and now the means was preportipnable 
enough to the biggeſt end; without learning 
c oY could not confute the learned * ; but 
ere- 


195 


wn then ad he ue 5 
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therefore God Nenn thay Tesche wi 1 
they could not break the Devil's vio- 
but therefore God gave them power ; 
without courage they could not conteſt againſt _ 
all the violence of the Jews and Gentiles ; but 
therefore God way their ſtrength and gave 
them fortitude; without great caution and 
providence they could not avoid the traps of 
crafty Perſecutors, but therefore God gave 
them caution, and made them e and 
as Beſalee] and Aboliab received the” irit of 
God, the ſpirit of underſtanding to enable them 
to work cvellenithy' in'the Tabernacle, ſo had. 
the Apoſtles to make them wiſe for the work 
of God and the miniſtries of his diviner Ta- 
bernacle, which God pitched,” not man. Im- 
mediately upon this, the Apoſtles to make a 
fulneſs of demonſtration, Ly an undeniable 
conviction, gave the ſpirit to others alſo, t 
Fews and Gentiles, and to the men of Samaria, 
and they ſpake with Tongues and propheſied, 
then they * predched to all Nations, and en- 
dured all perſecutions, Jar cured all diſcaſes, 
and raiſed the dead to life, and were brought 
before Tribunals, and confeſſed the name of 
Jeſus, and convinced the blaſphemous Jews out 
of their own Prophets; and not only prevailed 
upon women and weak men, but even upon 
the braveſt and wiſeſt. All the diſciples of 
Fobn the Baptiſt, the Nazarens and Ebtonites, 
Nicodemus and Toſeph of Arimathea, Sergius 
the Preſident, Dioniſius an Atheman Judge, 
and 


eee e 
rr "xo "T8 A oY” Rena 
and Poljcarpis, Juſbinus and Trencent, Albena⸗ 
goras 1 Be Tertullian, and Clemens of 
Alexandria, who could not be ſuch fools, up 
ona matter not certainly true, but probabli falle, 
to unravel their former principles, and to change 
their liberty for a Priſon, wealth for poverty, 
honor for diſreputation, life for death, if by. 
ſuch exchange they had not been ſecured of 
truth and hoſinefs and the will of Gd. 
But above all theſe was Saul, a bold and 4 
witty, a zealous and learned young man, who 
going with Letters to perſecute the Chriſtians 
of Damaſeus, was by à light from heaven cal- 
led from his furious march, reproved by God's 
Angel for perſecuting the cauſe of Jeſus, was 
ſent to the City, baptized by a Chriſtian Mi- 
niſter, inſtructed and ſent abroad, and he be- 
came the prodigy. of the world for learning 
and zeal, for preaching and writing, for labor 
and ſufference, for government and wiſdom ; 
he was admitted to ſee the holy Jeſus after 
the Lord was taken into heaven, he was taken 
up into Paradiſe, he converſed with Angels, 
he ſaw unſpeakable rays of glory, and beſides 
that himſelf ſaid it, who had no teaſon to lie, 
who would get nothing by it here, but a 
conjugation of troubles, and who ſhould get 
nothing by it hereafter, if it were falſe ; be- 
ſides this i ſay, that he did all thoſe acts of 
zeal and obedience for the promotion. of the 
Religion, does demonſtrate he had reaſon ex- 
traordinafy for ſo 1 a change, ſo * | 
| . A la- 
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frequent and incompar 


Teſt of competent FFrlons, and it was a thin 


that proved itſelf, for it was effective of a pre- 
feftt, a great, and a permanent change. 
But now it is no new wonder, but a pur- 
ſuance of the ſame conjugation of great and 
divine things, that the Fame and Religion of 
Jeſus was with fo incredible a ſwiftneſs ſcatter- 
ed over the face of the habitable world, from 
one end of the earth unto the other; it filled 

all Sia immediately, it paſſed preſently to 
Europe, and to the "OV Africans, and all 
the way it went, it told nothing but an holy 
and an humble ſtory, that he who came to 
bring it into the world, died an ignominious 
death, and yet this death did not take away 
their courage, but added much: for they 
could not fear death for that Maſter, whom 
they knew to have for. their ſakes ſuffered 
death, and came to life again, But now infi- 
nite numbers of perſons of all ſexes, and all 
ages, and all Countries, came in to the Holy 
Crucifix, and he that was crucified in the "a 
* Dr 9 
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of Tiberius, was in the time of Nero, even in 
 Romie itſelf, and in Nerg's family, by many 

ſons eſteemed for a God; and it Was upon 
public record that he was ſo acknowledged; 
and this was by a Chriſtian, Tui Martyr," 
urged to the Senate, and to the Emperors 
themſelves, who, if it had been otherwiſe, 


could eaſily have confuted the bold allegation! 


of the Chriſtian, who yet did die for that Je- 
ſus, who was ſo ſpeedily reputed for a' God 
the Croſs was worn upon . printed in 
the air, drawn upon fore- heads, carried on 
banners, put upon crowns Imperial; and yet 
the Chriſtians were ſought for to puniſhments, | 
and exquiſite - puniſhments ſought forth for 
them; their goods were confiſcate,” their 
names odious, priſons were their houſes,” and 

ſo many kinds of tortures invented for them 

that Domitius Ulpianus hath ſpent ſeven Books 
in deſcribing the tortures the poor Chriſtian 
was put to at his firſt appearing, and yet in de- 

ſpite of all this, and ten thouſand other objec- 
tions and impoſſibilities, whatſoever was for 
them made the Religion grow, and whatſoe- 
ever was againſt them made it grow); if they 

had peace, the Religion was proſperous, if 
they had perſecution, it was ſtill proſperous :' 
if Princes favored them, the world came in 
becauſe the Chriſtians: lived holily; if Princes 
were incenſed, the world came in becauſe the 

Chriſtians died bravely.” They fought for 

death with greedineſs, theydefired to be gtind- 


ed in the teeth of Lions, and with joy they be- 
F 2 held 
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held the. "ich and; the landed trees, we | 
racks and the gibbets, the fires, and the burn- 

ing:4tons,. which were like the chair of Elias 
t them, inſtruments to catry them to heaven, 
into the boſom of their beloved Jeſun. 
Wo would nat acknowledge the Divinity 
ol chis perſon, and the excellency of this inſti- 
tution, that ſhould ſee. infants. to weary the 
hands of Hangmen, for the teſtimony = Je- 
ſus ) and wiſe men preach this doctrine for no 
' other vilible fs, but ſhame; and death, 
rty and baniſhment? and Hangmen con- 
verted by the blood of Martyrs ſpringing upon 
their faces, which their impious hands and 
cords have firained through their fleſh ? who 
would not have confeſſed the honour of Jeſus, + 
when he ſhould ſee. miracles done at the 
Tombs-of Martyrs, and Devils tremble at the: 
mention of the name of Jeſus, and the world. 
running to the honor of the poor Nazaren,. 
and Kings and Queens kiſſing the feet of the 
poor ſervants of Jeſus ? Could a few Fiſher- 
men and a Publican _ 1 this for the ſon 
of a Maiden of af? can we fu 
all —— or ſo ha a yu of _ 
can conſent by p fas or ſuffer ſuch changes. 
for nothing? or for any thing leſs than this? 
The ſon of the poor Maiden was the Son of 
God, and the Fiſhermen ſpake by a divine 
ſpirit, and they catched the world with boli- 
neſs and miracles, with wiſdom and power 
bigger than the irength of all 5 Roman Le- 
| | gions. 
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ut tis dne to prove 
Jeſus? He is a God, or at leaſt ia taught by 
God, who: can ſoretell future nN | 
2 rathef, what ſtem to us to be ſa] : and ſo did 
the holy Jeſus, and fo did his Diſciples. 
Our bleſſed Lord, while he was alive, fore, 
| told, that after his death, his Religion {bould 
| flouriſh, more than when he was alive ; He 
foretold Perſecutions to his Diſciples ; he fore» | 
told the miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt to be in 4 
very few days after his 3 which with 
in ten days came to paſs; he propheſied that 
the fact of Mary Magdalen in r the 
head and feet of _—_ Lord, ſhould be 
and known-as the Goſpel itſelf, and al cage 
in the ſame place; he foretold the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem, and the ſigns of its approach, 
and that it ſhould be by war, and particularly | 
after the manner of Prophets, ſymbolically, 
named the nation ſhould do it; pointing out 
the Roman Eagles; he foretold his death, and 
the manner of it, and plainly before- band 
publiſhed his Reſurrection, and told them it 
ſhould be the ſign to that generation, viz. the 
great argument to prove him to be the Chriſt, 
he propheſied that there ſhould ariſe. falſe 
Chriſts after him, and it came to paſs to 
the extreme great calamity of the nation; and 
laſtly, he foretold, that his beloved Diſciple, 
St, Jon, ſhould tarry upon the earth till, his 
coming again, that is, to his coming to judg- 
ment 


went Upon abt: and that © WB | 
5 that it 


mould be preached to the Gentiles; 
ſhuuld be ſcattered over all the world, and be 


on the face of the earth, till his laſt coming 
to judge- all the world, and that” the gates of 

[ bellow ſhould not be able to prevail nn, © bis 
| Church ; which Propheſy is made good thus 
long, till this day, and is as a continual argu- 
ment to juſtify i the Divinity of the Author : 


tinue it, for it proves that it came from God, 
5 who foretold that it ſnould continue; and 
N therefore it muſt continue, becauſe it came 
| from God, and therefore it came from God, 
becauſe it does and ſhall for ever continue ac- 
cording to the word of the holy Jefus. - 
But after our bleſſed Lord was entered into 
„ glory, the Diſciples alſo were Prophets ; Aa- 
_ = bus oretold the dearth that was to be in the 
Roman Empire in the days of Claudius Cæſar, 
and that St. Paul — be bound at 7, 27. 
lem ; St. Paul foretold the entering in of 


and St. Peter and St. Jude, and generally the 
which they uſed not only as a verification of 


ih ſtrengthen the hearts of the Diſciples who 
b f were ſo broken with perſecution : The one 
I was, that there ſhould ariſe a Sect of vile men, 


bil who ſhould be enemies to Religion and Go- 
vern- 
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received by all Nations, that it ſhould ſtay y up- 5 


The continuance of the Religion helps to con- 


reticks int6 Aa after his departure; and he 


reſt of the Apoſtles had two great predictions, 


! 


the doctrine of Jeſus, but as a means to 


— 
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5 vernment, and cauſe a great A 


ticks, which thoſe three Apoſtles and St. 
notoriouſly and an do deſcribe : And the 
other was, that "AY the Jewiſh nation 
did mightily, oppoſe the eigen it ſhould be 


but for a while, for they ſhould be deſtroyed 


in a ſhort time, and their nation made ex- 
tremely miſerable ; but. for the Chriſtians, 1 
they would fly from Jeriſalem, and 


Pella, there ſhould not a hair of their cad | 


periſh: the verification of this Prophecy, the 
Chriſtians extremely long'd for, and wondered 
it ſtaid ſo long, and began to be troubled at 
the delay, and ſuſpected all was not well, 

when the great 2 fof their Religion was not 
verified ; and while they were in thoughts of 
heart concerning it, the ſad Catalyfis did come, 


and ſwept A I 100000 of the nation, and 
from that day forward, the Nation-was brok 


en in pieces with intolerable calamities, they 
are ſcattered over the face of the earth, and 
are a vagabond Nation, but yet like ol in a 


veſſel of wine, broken into bubbles, but kept 


in their own circles, and they ſhall never be a 
united people, till they are ſervants of the ho- 
ly Jeſus : but ſhall remain without Prieſt or 
Temple, without Altar or Sacrifice, without 
City or Country, without the land of Promiſe, 
or the promiſe of a bleſſing, till our Jeſus is 


their high Prieſt, and the Shepherd to 8 


them. i into hi fold : And this very thing is 


3 


poſtacy, which | 
zened. notoriouſl in the Sect of the Gnoſ- 


[+ 
e 


 remiah, and Malachi had prophefied the re- 
j;ection of the Jews, and the calling the Gen- 


introduction of the new by the Meflias, that 
this was he, was therefore certain, becauſe he 
taught the world a_new Law, and preſently 
after the publication of this, the old was abro- 
pate, and not only went into-deſuetude, but 


for thoſe of the remnant of the ſcattered Jews 
who obſtinately blaſpheme, a Law is become 


\impoſſible to them, and they placed in ſuch . 
circumſtances, that they need not diſpute con- 
cerning its obligation : #4 it being externa! 
and corporal, ritual, and at laſt made alſo local, 


hen the circumſtances are impoſſible, the 
Law that was wholly ceremonial and circum- 


ſtantial muſt needs paſs away, and when they 
have loſt their Prieſthood, they cannot retain 


th: Law, as ho man takes care to have his beard 
ſhaved when his head is off. - _ 

And it is a wonder to conſider how the an- 
ger of God is gone out upon that miſerable 
people, and that ſo great a blindneſs is fallen 
upon them, it being evident and notorious, 
that the old Teſtament was fothing but a ſha- 
dow and umbrage of the new, that the Pro- 
phecies of that are pen verified in this; 
that all the predictions of the Meſſias are moſt 


Nu accompliſhed in the perſon of * 
us 


an 0 8 by a 
co own Prophets, N when. 1a:2b and 7e. 


tiles, and the change of the old Law; and the 


into a total abolition. among all the world; and 
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5 "ted | 
ſus Obi "I 4 2 ae thighs | 
bleneſs'/ or::colour, be tucned- any other way, 
and be applied to any other perſon, although = 
the Jews make illiterate allegations, and pro- 
digiqus dreams, by which they have: 

; themſelves for 1600 years together, i 
| hope without reaſon, and ate confident. with- 
| 45 22 and ue a ſhadow while 


0 $9 ;\while in the mean 
time the Chriſtian prays for his converſion, 


and * 
is at reſt in the truth of Jeſus, and hath: cer» 
tain unexpreſſible confidencies and internal 
lights, clarities of the _ ſpirit of God, and 
loves to the holy. Jeſus produced in his ſou, 
+ that he will die When die cannot diſpute, and 
is catisfied and he knows not how, and is ſure | 
by comforts; and comforted by the excellency 
of his belief, which ſpeaks A but holi- 
neſs, and light and reaſon, and peace and fa» 
tisfactions infinite, becauſe he is ſure that 
all the world can be happy, if they would live 
by the Religion of Jeſus, and that neither ſo- 
cieties of men nor fingle can have 
felicity but by this, and that therefore God 
wtho ſo decrees to make men happy, hath / 
alſo decreed that it ſhall for ever be upon the 
face of the earth, till the earth itſelf ſhall be 
no more. Amen. 
| Now if againſt this vaſt Hs of chbigs: any 
man ſhall but confront the pretences of any - 
- Other Religion, and ſec how they fail both of 


reaſon and holineſs, of wonder and Divinity, 
ö | | G how 


bo they enter * force, eq are * 
—ͤ— how i orant gh b 
how unlearned and pitiful are their pretenecs, 
the darkneſſes of theſe muſt add great emi» 
to the brightneſs of that. For the Jews 
Religion, which came from heaven, is there- 
fore not now to be practiſed, becauſe it did 
come from heaven, and Was — ire into thp 
Chriſtian, it being nothing e image 4 ö 
this perſection; and the 50 — no other 
argument but this, that God had made theirs 
impoſſible now to be done, for he that ties to 
Ceremonies and outward uſages, Temples and 
Altars, Sacrifices and Prieſts, troubleſome and 
expenlive rites and figures pf ſuture ſignifica⸗ 
tion, means that there ſnhould be an abode and; 
fixed dwelling, for theſe are not to be done by: 
an ambulatory people; and therefore ſince 
God hath ſcattered the people into atoms and 
crumbs of ſociety, without Temple or Prieſt, 
without Sacrifice or Altar, without Ur:m or 
Thummim, without . Prophet or Viſion, even 
communicating with them no way, but by or- 
dinary providence, it is but too evident, that 
God had nothing to do with them in the mat 
ter of that Religion, but that it is expired, and 
no way obligatory to them, or pleaſing to him, 
which is become impoſſible to be acted g 
whereas the Chriſtian Religion is as eternal as 
the ſoul of a man, and can no more ceaſe, 
than our ſpirits can die; wache can wor- 
ſhip upon mountains and caves, . fields and? 


A - ny 
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* 
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perſecution 


rfection 0 


21 churches, in peace and ore * aue and. 
1 in perſ 

ht and by day, and bis 
=; by Clergy and Laity 
it, and is the pe 


been 


eſt reaſon of man, and the gf 


But for the Heathen! religions, A Er 815 
to be ſeen, that they are nothing b 5 

#f the natural inclination which al 
ſhip a, God, whom becauſe, the 


to wor 


in Sun-ſh 


fete n 


ine, by 


af end gh 


orification. of 


not, they gueſs "at in the, dark; 


and to make the 


Government of new Uſur 
bedience to the Laws ſure, by being ſaered, 
| yoke that was not natural, 
pleaſant by ſomething that is. But yet forthe 
whole body of it, who ſees not that their wor- 
ſhippings A's not be ſacred, becauſe they 
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an abu 


N have - 


y.know 


they 
know there 1s.and ought ta be 1 oo 
bath the care and providence of their af- 
fairs. But the body of their Religion is no- 
thing but little arts of Governments, and ſtra- 

tagems of Princes, and devices to ſecure the 


ng that 


or to make o- 


were done by ſomething that is impure, they 


appeaſed their gods with adulteries and impure 
ch things which „ e 


by gluttonous eatings of fleſh, 
and i impious drinkings, and they did /zfare in 


nixtures, 


by ſu 
B 


humano Jonguine, they ſacrificed men and wo- 
men and children to their Demons, as is no- 
torious in the rites of Bacchus Ome/ta amongſt 


G 2 


the Greeks, and of Jupiter, to whom a Greek 
and a n a Galatian and a Galateſs were 


yearly 


— — — — . — 


| (bas; 48 app mw * Ferrer nd Virgil; who - 
| r not tha 


. 


ee dit the d o glons were made laſt- 
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Earthquake, as Ir 


fly 1 = chat eber Chriſtianity fhould 
have er , if this nature and we leney of 
& had not Wah ſuch as to enter like rain $7 
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94 550 wartatited by the 
2 thaw 2 þ ect, At cher 0 
mender tk they fang to 
2 r their hath Mott hey affirmed 
ate and , jealdus* 40d re- 
- utgorous ad lhſtful; featfal and im 
Alien is hep, "weary a 0 


ing - by 2 8 and 
om, by the teferting an in- 
veterite ertor, and loving th a at and 
proſperdiis evil, by the urguments of pleaſure, . 
and the torreſpon geies of ſenſuality, by the 
fraud of Oracles, — * patronage 15 vices z 
and becavfe the ty change us ar- 
bree er den | 
old error tö be the var $4 on of theilt br eſta- 


bliſhed Governments : and it had been ordina- 


a fleece of wool, or the Sun into 4 Window 
without noiſe or Violatice: without Emation ab 


difordeting the political Loh ſtitution, 'witho 


caulit\z trouble to any man, but what his owtir 
7 or peeviſhneſs Was pleaſed to ſpin 
of his 6Wn bowels, but ef eftablith Go- 
vertittithts, fecure obedience, made the Laws 
firm, and the perſons of Princts to be facred ; 


x tid not oppoſe force by force; nor Nele 


Princes 


3 


Peine: 
eee 
Kindneſs; it was the great inſtrument-of A 
* Leer one his power in our weekniefſes, | 
nt vol Mankind, by the imitation E 
of ie excellent rn ay 


© 111 . "i 
ier it defended HAY again 


patience, and overcame” them 


Laſtly, he Naben conſiders concernin the Re. =. 
Vgion and perſon of Mahomet, that 1 2 — 
vicious perſon, luſtful and t tyrannical, th Fu 
"by — 


propounded incredible afrd 1 
ſword, by blood and violence, by murder and 


tions to his Diſciples, that it ente 


| robbery; that it propounds ſenſual rewards, 
and allures to compliance by bribing our baſeſt 


luſts, that it conſerves'itſe]f by the ſame means 
it entered ; that it is unlearned and fooliſh, a- 
gainſt reaſon, and the diſcourſes of all wiſe 
men, that it did no miracles, and made falſe 
Prophecies : in ſhort, that in the perſon that 
founded it, in the article it perſuades, in the 
manner of prevailing; in the reward it offers 
it is unholy and fooliſh and rude; it muſt 
needs gppear to be void of all pretence, and 
that no man of reaſon can ever be fairly per- 
ſuaded by arguments, that it is the daughter of 

God, and came down from heaven. Since 
therefore there is nothing to be ſaid for any o- 
ther Religion, and ſo very much for Chriſtia- 


nity, every one of whoſe pretences can be 
proved, as well as the things themſelves do re- 


quire, and as all the world expects ſuch things 
ſhould be proved; it follows that ths holy Je- 
| | ſus. 


ion. 
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